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The Firſt Court held on 
Tueſday the 8th of 
November, 1748, 
and in the Twenty- 
ſecond Year of the 
Reign of King George 
I. of CO Os 
Sf. | 


T is Ordered, that the Thanks of 

this Court be given to the Rev. 
Mr. KING, Chaplain to the Right 
Hon. the Lord Mayor, for his Ser- 
mon, preached before this Court, and 
the Liveries of the ſeveral Companies 
of this City, at the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, on Saturday the fifth In- 
ſtant, and that- he be "Rey to Jon 
the fame. => 


CALVERT, Mayor. 


MAN, 


* 
5 hk , - - — — — —— — 
© | 4 b , . 
5 2 - — . 5 
os 8 i 
Is - * ” e 
ER . 8 . " * — * 1 \ * ; 9 | 
Mn | #1720: the RIGHT HONOUR ABLE 
ut 4 9 b 
8 Rag | e , 7 | 
5 3 a . _ . N 1 a | 7 "A, 7 * | 
3 1 | - | Woe ; 8 
. 4 | EE IRE 1 . 
| . : 4 * df 
; x 
” * 
"ur a "oi WW. 
* Ab 4 FY * by 
; 4 * * 
* 1 3 „ 


CILY of LONDON. 

My Lord, 

HE Subject of this Sermon, as well 
as my Duty, naturally leads me to 
| dedicate it to your Lordſhip; for I have 
| endeavoured to recommend that Spirit of 
Benevolence, Moderation, and Loyalty, 
for which you are fo eminently diſtinguiſhed : 
A Spirit, which has gained you the Hearts 
of your Fellow-Citizens, and raiſed you 


with uncommon Approbation to the high 
Office you now enjoy. 


0 


Give 


— . A 
> = 1 x N \ 
5 e me 


eave therefore, my Lord, to 
join my ſincere 


Viſhes to the general Voice, 
hat you may ever continue to be a ſtrenu- 
ous Aſſertor of religious and civil Liberty, 
and conſequently the trueſt and beſt Friend 


to your King and Country. © 
n, my Lord, ” 
| Your Lordſhif's. = 


moſt obliged humble Servant, 


November 15, 
1748. | 


(1) 


LUKE x. Ver. 54, 558656. 


When his Diſciples James and John ſaw this, they 
aid, Lord, wilt thou that we command Fire t9 
come down from Heaven, and conſume them, even 
as Elias did? But he turned and rebuked them, 
and ſaid, ye know not what Manner of Spirit ye 


are of; for the Son of Man is not come to deſtroy 
Mens Lives, but to ſave them. 


UR bleſſed Saviour, after he had pee 
from Place to Place abcut Canaan and Ga- 
lilee, attended with his Diſciples, and the 
People of that Country had ſufficiently heard the 
comfortable Perſuaſions of his Doctrine, and had 
abundantly ſeen his divine Miſſion confirmed by the 
Bounty of his Miracles, was, as the Evangeliſt tells 
us, determined to go to Feruſalem to the Feaſt of 
Tabernacles. He fedfaſtly ſet his Face that May; 
and as he was to go through Samaria, He ſent Me/- 
ſengers before him to make ready for his Reception; 
Ful they did not receive him, becauſe his Face was as 
, i lobes” he would go to Jeruſalem. They concluded, 
= thatasa Few, he would not worſhip with them on 
their Mount Gerizim, as in the only true Temple of 
the Lord; and imagined too, that as a Few, he 
would have no Intercourſe with them. You find 
—_ in 
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veral Inſtances, that are related by St. Babs in this 
Chapter, were more outragiouſly led away in their 


ders, but paſſionately propoſed from their own heated 


from Heaven and conſume x even as Elias did: 
The Reference to whoſe Conduct ſhews another Miſ- 
take, which the ſudden Violence of their Temper had 
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Points of Religion, and may therefore treat us with 


kind in general are intitled to? But why do I aſk 


(2) 
in St. John s Goſpel, the Woman of Samaria ſeemed 
Jarprized,- 5 being a Jew, fhould arb 
Water of ber; for the e hail no * with 


the n 
The Diſciples, who The before 1 wrong in ſe- 


conſuming Leal, which is mentioned in the Text : 
They haſtily broke out into all the Fury of Revenge ; 
and upon the firſt Impulſe of the Affront, grew 10 
ſuddenly warm, that they themſelves were guilty of 
one to our Saviour, as great as that, which the Sama- 
ritans had before oftered to . they conſidered 
not the Immenſity of his Power, who could have 
ſent Legions of Angels to have deſtroyed the Offen- 


and angry Wiſdom, that They might command Fire 


led them into; for they ſeemed to think their Caſe 
and that of Elias to be the ſme.— But of this I ſhall 
ſpeak farther in its proper Place. 

Is it then conſiſtent with Chriſtianity to call down 
Fire from Heaven upon thoſe, who differ from us in 


Diſreſpect and ( Contempt? Is it ſo, if from a miſtaken 
Zeal they deny us thoſe common Benefits, which Man- 


the Queſtion ?— There are very few, who are not 
con- 


(630 


convinced, that Chriſtianity would forgive, not re- 
venge theſe Refuſals; that Chriſtianity is a Doctrine 
of Mildneſs and Malers on; not of Hatred and 
Malice. — Vet as there may perhaps be ſome, who 
have conſidered this as little as the Diſciples did; the 
Anſwer to ſuch a Queſtion 1 is well worth our taking 
Notice of, as it was given by the great Inſtructor and 
Redeemer of Mankind. Now you may obſerve, that 
ſudden as that falſe Spirit of the Diſciples was, in 
ſhewing their Vigour for the Cauſe they had engaged 
in; no leſs ſudden and ready was that Calmneſs and 
| tender Concern, which our Saviour expreſſed for all 
Mankind; for he turned aud rebuked them, and ſaid, 
Ye know not what Manner of Spirit ye are of; the 
957 of Man is not come 20 deſtroy Mens Lives, but to 
ſave them. 5 | 

A noble Lefſon! 3 us to, 1 che Hiap⸗ 
pointments and Affronts, Which wel at any Time 
meet with, in Sedateneſs and in Patience. For in 
Point of Character, this Diſpppoingment: or Affront 
was to the higheſt Character it was to the Son of 
God. In Point of Buſineſs or. Benefit. to Mankind, 
his was the Buſineſs of a right Religion, it was s the 
Benefit of an eternal Salvation. 7 

The Indignity, which the use offered. to 
our Lord, was merely on account of Religion : That 
Hoſpitality, with which they received other Travel- 
lers, though differing. from them in Opinion, was 
now ſhut up, and the common Rights of Mankind 
extinguiſhed to thoſe, who had ſuch full Strength 

B 2 0 
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of all Things, by the Fudge of all Men. 


4!) 


of Truth and Wiſdom, as not to prefer their Temple 
and their Worſhip, to that of any other Part of the 


World. Their Cauſe began now to grow deſperate 
indeed, when their Ambition of having the true 
Temple of the Lord, was to be oppoſed by our Sa- 


viour's ſetting his Face ſtedfaſtly to go to Feruſalem, 


by his going up to the Temple there. This was a 
Preference of the Temple of Feruſ/alem to that of 
_ Gerizim : This was reſolving a Diſpute, which had 


long kept up their Enmity to the Fews ; it was ſet- 
tling a Debate by the greateſt Authority, by the Lord 


How 
then was this Authority to be weakened ? Why, by 


denying him that Admittance, which they denied to 
no others, no not even to him, when he went from 


Fudea through Samaria to Galilee ; that by the In- 


dignity they then put upon him, they might declare 


to all People, he \ was no fit Judge, he was no true 


Prophet. 
Hence learn the Miſchief of proud and obſtinate 


Zeal. They ſtopped their Ears to the Voice of Con- 
viction, they refuſed to ſee him, the Goodneſs, as well 


as Authority, of whoſe ene might have com- 
poſed the Unquietneſs they had promoted; he might 
have ſpoke Peace to their Souls; but they were warm 
with e whilſt their Hearts imagined a vain 


Thing, 


"When our Saviour bester travelled from Judea to 
Galina through Samaria, when his Back was to- 


wards Jeruſalem; when he was not going to wor- 


* 


1 2 *F 
8 "= 
I 
1 
"ſp 
82 1 
3 
* 


WS 


53 

ſhip in that Temple, they received him hen; then 
* Samaritans belreved on him from the ſaying of the 
Woman, who teſtified, that he had told her all, that 
ever ſbe had done. They then beſougbt him, that he 
world tarry with them. He did jo, and many more 
believed becauſe of his own Word; and they ſaid unto 
the Woman, now we believe, not becauſe of thy Say- 
ing, for we have heard him ourſelves, and we know 
that this is indeed the Chriſt, the Saviour of the 
World. 
Did they then know this, and yet refills to admit 
him, when he went from Gable to Feruſalem to be 
received up ? They certainly did know this, and 
they as certainly did refuſe him Admittance ; for they 
knew alfo, that he would be far from ſupporting 
them in the Preference of their Temple and their 
Worſhip. 
Thus from the Feu of loſing their Precedence, 
from the Vanity of worldly Ambition, they rejected 
Chriſt, they denied him to be what they knew he 
was ; and they were pa articularly ungrateful to him, 
who, for the many Favours he had conferred upon 
them, was by the Fes, their great Adverſaries, in 
Deriſion called the Samariran. 

But this Fooliſhneſs of Wiſdom was not univerſal 
among the Samaritans, they did not all exclude him; 
for he was received in another Village, as is implied 
in the Words immediately following the Text. 

Of the ten Lepers, that were healed, there was but 
one, who returned to give Glory to God, and he was 
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a Samaritan, In his Explanation of the Queſtion, 
 WWho is my Neighbour ? Our Saviour gives an In- 


ſtance in a Samaritan. As all of them were 


Objects of his Forgiveneſs, many of them were Par- 
takers of his Mercy. 


They then, who were the principal Offenders, were 
only NON. for the Offence, and they might in- 


deed be accounted doubly anſwerable; fi, for 
their own Pride and Obſtinacy ; and, as one perſe- 
vering Crime always calls in the Aid of other Critnes, 
they were again anſwerable for endeavouring to make 
thera ſtagger in their Belief, by this notorious Inſtance 
of Contempt. What Puniſhment might bethought 


proper for them, you may obſerve from what 1 


cth: The Diſciples thought the Crime ſo heinous, 


that they were for commanding. Fire from Heaven to 


conf me them. 


But as all the Samaritans were not enga aged 1 in the 


Afro! nt... fo neither were all the, Diſciples for reveng- 
ing it in this dreadful Manner. It is likely, that 


James and Jobn were ſent to the Village, to pre- 
pare for the Reception of our Saviour and his Fol- 


lowers ; and as zhey. received the Repulſe, hey only 


are 323 to inſtiga ate this terrible, this general Deſ- 
truction; and they, we may conclude: from St. 
Mark's Gol del, were Men of more fiery Zeal than 
any other 0 the Diſciples, for there our Lord diſ- 


tinguiſhes them by the remarkable Appellation of the 


Sans of Thunder : He well knew the Warmth of their 
Temper ; and when for a Sanction of this Deſtruc- 


tion, 
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1 
tion, they haſtily applied the Conduct of Elias; he 


returned the Quickneſs and Bitterneſs of their Te. 


ſentment, as I obſerved before, with as ready, but a 
more ſeaſonable Moderation; he told them, that 
they had not confidered what Manner of Spirit my 
were of. 

And now it may be time to reflect, as I propoſed, 


what was the Difference between theit Caſe and that 
of Elias —To be ſhort, I ſhall refer you for this 


particular Part of Elias's Hiſtory to the Books cf 
Kings; and ſhall only recapitulate from it, that 
Elias had all the accumulated Rage of Fezebel and 
Ahaz1iah to contend with. They were not convinced 
by the Miracle of the Burit-Offering, though the Peo- 


ple, when they ſaw it, fell on their Faces, and ac- 


knowledged the God of Elias to be the true God, and 


immediately obeyed his Order, and flew the Prieſt of 


Baal. Ahaziah ſent a Captain and Fifty Soldiers to 
apprehend Elias, not believing what he 120 told his 
Meſſengers, that he ſhould ſurely die. Elias, to vin- 
dicate the Truth of his Predictions, and for his own 
miraculous Protection, called Fire from Heaven, and 
conſumed this Captain and his Fifty Soldiers. —The 
ſecond Captain with his Soldiers was ſent with greater 
Fury and Impatience ; and his Meflage was to tell 


Elias to come down quickly ; but this Inſolence to the 
Prophet gave no Alarm to him, who had been directed 
by the Angel of the Lord; he was ſecure under the di- 


vine Command, and this Captain alſo, and his Soldiers, 
who acted under an oppoſite Command from the 
| wicked 


111 

wicked Ahaziah, were conſumed by the Fire, that 
was called from Heaven. But at this Village neither 
Chriſt nor his Diſciples had any Violence offered to 
them; upon Refuſal here, they had Accommoda- 
tions at another Village. 

Elias had ſtopped the King's Meſſengers by the 
particular Order of an Angel : To maintain this Ac- 
tion againſt an haſty and irreligious Prince, there 
muſt have been great Power given him from above, 
and through the whole he acted by the Direction of 
Heaven. But there did not ariſe any human Appre- 
henſions of Danger from the Diſciples being refuſed 
a Lodging in this Village ; nor was there any Influ- 
ence of Heaven, that could direct them to this haſty 


Judgment.—T he Sequel tells us juſt the contrary, _ 
Much Difference was there likewiſe between theſe 


two Caſes, in another View of them. 


Elias called for the Deſtruction only of thoſe, who 
came to ſeize him, and deliver him into the Hands 


of his Enemies, of ſuch profeſſed Enemies, that No- 


tice had imperiouſly been given him, his Life ſhould 


be taken away. 
The Diſciples called for a devouring Flame upon 
the whole Village promiſcuouſly ; the Good and Bad 
were to be involved in the ſame Fate; Friends as well 
as Foes were to be the Burnt-Sacrifice of their religious 
Fury. They did not conſider, that God would not 
ſuffer the Guilty and the Innocent to perith together, 
no, not in Sodom; that he would not ſuffer Vineveh 

| to 
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(9) 


to be deſtroyed. becauſe there were many in it, who 
knew not their Right-hand from their Left. 
They were quick in remembring the Fire, but 
very dull in forgetting the Application of it. 
Again, Length of Days, and Riches, and Honour, 


(mere temporal Bleſſinge were expected by the un- 


converted Zews to be the Encouragement, and the 
Reward of keeping the Statutes, and obſerving the 
Ordinances of God; the Puniſhments therefore, that 
were inflicted on them, were beſt adapted to Men of 
theſe Perſuaſions. Preſent Calamities were their 
only Conviction ; and we all know from the Hiſtory 
of them, that it was their Calamities, that made them 
call upon the Lord; and, when they called upon the 
Lord in their True ak he e, them out of 
their Diſtreſs, they were inſincere in their Thank, 
givings, they ſoon fared afide like a broken Bow; 
they returned to their former Iniquities, and added 
thoſe of the very Nations they were delivered from 
to their own. 

Theſe People were to be awakened to their Duty 
by the Terrors of Heaven: The Delivery of the 
Law to them at Mount Sinai was introduced by Thun- 


3  drings, and Ligbinings; by the Mount's being greatly 


ſhaken, and altogether on a Smoke, by the Voice of a 
Trumpet that was exceeding loud. T hey were to be 
made zremble, before God ſpake his Commandment 
to them. The Spirit of Elias then was very proper 
to enforce thoſe alarming Appearances, with which 
alone they were lincerely affected. 


But 


(10) 
But afterwards in his appointed Time did God by 
milder, though not leſs powerful Motives; and by 
the Hill Voice of his Son call Sinners to Repen- 
tance, and make a farther Revelation of his Will to 
them by him, who came not 70 defiroy Mexs Lives, 
but to ſave them. 

The Diſciples well knew, by the Doctrine they 
had received from Chriſt, that temporary Bleſſings 
or Calamities did not diftinguiſh the Good from the 
Bad : They had heard our Lord's Sermon upon the 
Mount, in which he ftrongly oppoles the Saying, 


thou ſhalt hate thine Enemy; for his Saying was, 


Love your Enemies ; bleſs hem, that curſe you, do 


good to them, that hate you, and pray for them, that 


deſpitefully uſe you. And he had taught them 70 
forgive Men 22 Treſpaſſes, from a moſt enforcing 
Conſideration, that, if hey did ſo, their Heavenly 
Father would alſo forgive (Rout but if they did not, 
neither would he forgive their Treſpaſſes. 

When in the Preſence of the Diſciples, Jeſus ſaid 
to one fick of the Palſie, Son, be of good Cheer, thy 


Sinus be forgiven Thee ; certain of the Scribes ſaid 


within themſelves, this Man blaſphemeth. He then 


gave them another immediate Inſtance of his Power, 


in ſhewing them that he knew their Thoughts. He 
did not exerciſe that Power in puniſhing their evil 


| Hearts ; but by a moſt convincing Way of Reaſon- 
ing, asked them, whether is it eaſier to ſay, thy Sins 


bz gien Thee, or to ſay ariſe and walk ? By "which 


they mutt - preſently perceive, that he, who had 


3 WR. Power 


I (1x) 
Power with a Word to cure the Diſeaſes of Man- 
kind, had Power to forgive their Sins. Thus did 
they affront the Lord of Life and Glory; and thus 
did he forgive them, and, in return, inſtruct them in 
9 the Way of Salvation. 


0 


5 When the Fews thruſt him out of the City and 
led him to the Brow of the Hill, that they might cast 
4 him down headlong,he paſſed through the mid}} of them, 
> and went his ay. When his Lite ſeemed in Dan- 
E ger, when they uſed him with much greater Indig- 
* nity, than the Village of Samaria did aiterwards, he 
2 thought not of Revenge, but continued to heal the 
5 Diſtempers of their Bodies, and to promote and con- 
oe firm the Reformation of their Minds. 
4 Theſe Inftances, and many more might be added, 
1 of the Lenity, the Charity, the merciful Diſpoſition 
- of Chriſt himſelf, were manifeſted in the Preſence 
y of his Diſciples. How then could they expect, that 
5 he would ſuffer Fire to be called from Heaven, to the 
total Deſtruction of theſe Samaritans, when they 
4 had plainly ſeen him pardon ſo many perſonal and 
y more groſs Offenders ? There Zeal had certainly out- 
a run their Knowledge; all became Fury and Wild- 
* neſs; and they knew not then what Manner of Spirit 
by. they were of. — It was not the Spirit of Chriſt ;—lt 
5 was not the Spirit of Elias: — lt was fo raſh a Spi- 


rit, as would have tended to the Deſtruction of them- 
ſelves, and all the World. — For, if Fire is to come 
down from Heaven, as often as any Indigaity is of- 


tered to God; — Jews, Samaritans, Diſciples, and 


(m2). 2 
all the World would be comprehended in the general | * 
Sentence, We know, as the Prophet Feremiah © 
ſpeaks, that the Way of Man is not in himſelf; It is j 
not in Man, that walketh, to direct his Steps, O ; 
Lord | Correct us but with Fudgment, not in thine ! 
Anger, leſt thou bring us unto nothing, _ 'Y 
The Diſciples of Chriſt ſhould know what Manner © 
of Spirit they are of; they ſhould always carefully = 
guard againſt the Eruptions of Enmity and Revenge ; 
they ſhould learn, (for Chriſt ſpared no Pains of Pre- 
cept or Example to teach them) that the Motions of 
their Spirit ſhould be actuated by a ſaving Grace, 
not by a conſuming Zea. £ 
The general Doctrine deducible from what has 
been ſaid, is plainly this, that we are not to endea- 
vour at the Propagation of Religion by Force and 
Violence, not raſhly to call down God's Vengeance 
upon thoſe, who differ from us in the Manner of 
promoting it. 
A Zeal for Religion is commendable, as it is ne- 
ceſſary for the Support of it; but we ſhould be cau- 
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ll tious, that it be conducted by Juſtice, and Mercy, 

= and Good-will towards Men; and that it is not 

=. made a Pretence, and a Covering of ſomething too baſe 

| and too worldly to appear in it's own Deformity. A 
Zeal, that is compoſed of Unkindneſs to our Fellow- I 
Creatures, in that very Inſtance, forfeits the Title of L 
Chriſtian; nay, is abſolutely inconſiſtent with Humanity. 4 
--Yet there may be a great Fervency in Religion, much 1 
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to the Glory of God, to the Praiſe of him, that exer- 


ciſes it, and to the general Benefit of Mankind: All the 


Gontration of being ſuperiour to each other in Acts of 


Forgiveneſs, Charity, and Love are laudable Efforts 
of a truly religious Spirit ; they make Ambition a 


Virtue, and conſecrate the Pride of excelling ; they 


make, in the Language of our Saviour, zh9/z who 


are the Leaf}, who are the moſt ready in their Hu- 


mility to ſerve others, 20 be the Greuteſt. 

The Honour of God our Creator, the Merits of 
Chrift our Redeemer, when they once engage our 
Hearts with due Attention, are Subjects, that muſt 
enliven and warm the coldeſt Diſpoſitions; they 
muſt elevate them into Praiſe, and Thanks, and 
Adoration ; they muſt invigorate our Duty and our 
Worſhip, which we are ſtrenuouſly to defend againſt 


the Blaſphemer ; and againft % Fool, who hath ſaid 


in his Heart, there is no God. 

But then from this Tendency of our exalted Gra- 
titude to Heaven; we muſt remember, that as our 
Defence is in Behalf of a Religion, made up of Cha- 
rity and Love, ſo ſhould we contend for the Truth. 
In the Spirit of Meekneſs. We have a Right to con- 
vince, but not to att thoſe, that i iffer from us. 
We are to endeavour the Promotion of God's Glory, 
but we are not Beben to declare his Vengeance, and 
produce ourſelves as the delegated Exccutioners of 


It is our Duty to vindicate God's Honour, it is 


our Duty boldly to rebuke Vice, and to be co dent 


( 14 ) 

in the Defence of the ſaving Health of the Scrip- 
tures ; but, whilſt we reprehend the Errors of Men, 
let us not be offended at their Perſons, remembrin 
that we are but Men, and how much we all ſtand in 
nced of his Interceſſion, who fitteth on the Right- 
hand of God, and who, when on Earth, preached 
and practiſed Forgiveneſs. 

The Application of the Whole is natural to the 
preſent Solemnity. 

This Day are we aſſembled to render our folemn 
Thankſgiving unto God, that we, as theſe Samari- 
tans, were ſaved from that deſtroying Spirit, and 
from the ſecret Fire, which was laid ready to con- 


ſume the King and Parliament, to the Subverſion of 


the Genn ne and Religion eſtabliſhed among us; 


that our Perſecutors were rebuked, not by our 5 


ſight, but by the Providence of God ; and that the 


Inſtruments of their Malice, who were irritated to 
break through the Peace of this Nation, were taken from 
among the Children of Men, not by any new Act of 
Authority, but by the Law, that is, and has been 
conſtantly eſtabliſhed among a// Nations. 

Of what this Spirit was compoſed, and where it 
was encouraged, the violent Proceedings of the Pa- 


piſts have never given us Time to forget. And we 


are ſure of this, that it could not proceed from that 
Religion, (from the Religion of Chriſt) under which 
they would excuſe their Virulence and their Cruelty: 

For our Siviour gave us his living and his dying Teſ- 


timony, that the Religion he came from Heaven to 


reveal, 
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reveal, was not to be promoted by any Death but his 
own, and that of his Followers. There was a 'Time 
indeed, when his Apoltles and Diſciples were ſlow of 
Belief that this ſhould happen to him that the 
Saviour of the World {hould not fave himſelf But 


by continually obſerving his Submiſſion to the higher 


Powers, and by ſeeing him reſign himſelf to the 
: Groſapuriuant to the Does of an authoritative,though 


2 wicked Judicature; they vere fully convinced, 
cher the Miſſion they were to fulfil, was to be by 
Perſuaſion and Example; not by overturning of 
Governments and maſſacring the People. D 

St. Paul, who once breathed out Threatnings and 


Slaughter, againſt the Diſciples of the Lord; who 


was preſent and conſenting to the ſhedding of the 


| Blood of the firſt Martyr, St. Stephen; and who had 
compelled the Saints to blaſpheme, being exceedingly 


mad againſt them ; when he was converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith, was a warm Aſſertor of it's Doc- 
trine, and his Spirit was often ſtirred in him; but 
then it was a Spirit of Argument and Reaſoning 
only, and ſuch as converted others to the right 


Worſhip.— You find, when he became a Chriſtian, 


he no more breathed out Slaughter: The Torrent of 


bis Temper became a rapid River, but it kept within 
due Bounds : It did not drown the Country, but en- 
riched that Paſture, which fed the Flock of Chriſt: 


As he underſtood the Conſtitution of thoſe Places 
where he preached, he was ſo far from oppoſing 


their eſtabliſhed Government, that he ever appealed 


to 
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to their own Laws, when they themſelves had Pa- 
tience to act conſiſtent with them. 
If then the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion 

ſorbad the Diſciples and Apoſtles to propagate the 
Goſpel by Fire, by Aſſaſſination, or Rebellion; 
whence can the Succeſſors of St. Paul or St. Peter de- 
rive any divine Commiſſion to foment the Spirito f 
Diſcord, to lift up the Sword of Perſecution among 
thoſe Nations, where the Method, that theſe Saints 
themſelves uſed, is encouraged in a free Uſe and Ex- 
planation of the Scripture, where Religion is founded 
on a deliberate Examination of the Word of God; 
and where the Virtue of that Religion is not obſcured 
by the Compulſion of it? 

Were the Papiſts angry with us, that, whilſt They 
were puited up with the Dignity of ſucceeding St. Peter, 
e were practiſing his Doctrine? Were they forced 
to have Recourſe to his Faults, to puniſh us for fol- 


lowing his Perfections? And was it not a Reproach 


to their great Predeceſſor, to aggravate the Violence 

of his Temper, in Revenge to thoſe, who were in- 

tent on the Goodneſs of it? Tx 
But as our Saviour condemned St. Peter for cut- 


ting off the Ear of the High-Prieft's Servant, and 
with a Touch immediately healed the Wound of his 


miſtaken Zeal ; ſo did he rebuke the furious and 
conſuming Zeal of thoſe, who claim Succeſſion to 

chat Apoſtle, by delivering us from the Stroke, that 
was (as on this Day) by them ſo fatally intended, 


3 


And 
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617) 
And to the ſame almighty Goodneſs are we in- 
debted for the Reſtoration of our Religion and Li- 


berty, by the Arrival of his Majeſty King WIL- 


LIAM ; who, when the legal Fences of Govern- 
ment were broken down, reſcued us from the blind 
Zeal and Bigotry of Popery and Arbitrary Power. — 
Thanks be to thee, O God, that thou haſt re- 
buked this conſuming Fire—Thanks: be to thee, O 
God, that thou haſt reſtored us from Tyranny to 
Liberty, and given us Leiſure to praiſe, honour, 
and glorify thee : And as we have been ſo often der 
livered, out of thy great Loving-kindneſs towards us, 


make us evermore ready to ſerve thee in all godly 


uietneſs ! 
The Bleſſings of this Day have TY the more 
happy, as they have been laſting to the Nation ; 


for hence do we derive thoſe pure Streams of 2 


berty, which have been hitherto ſweetned by the 
Channels through which they have been continued to 
us. Thoſe wholeſome Ingredients of Juſtice and Cle- 
mency, which are inſeparable from his PRESENT Ma- 


JESTY'S Diſpoſition, have eſtabliſhed the Health f 


our Conſtitution, in Church and State: And Art 


and Eloquence muſt fink in the Commendation of 


his Virtues, whilſt they are made more illuſtrious by 
the Love and Eſteem of his Subjects. 


As every wiſe Man is ſenſible of the happy Union 
between the King and his People, every wiſe Man 
will be thankful for it. Seditious Spirits (for all 
Men will not be ſatisfied) may raiſe up Miſrepreſen- 
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(218) 
tation and Calumny, to divide this Union; they 
may falſly call Licentiouſneſs, by the endearing 
Name of Laban. But when they fancy, that every 

Oppoſition is Patriotiſm, it might ſerve to calm 
this boaſted Spirit, if they conſidered, that there 
is a Meanneſs in oppoſeng thole in Authority, out of 
Pride and Revenge, as well as in bearing Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion. They are both pernicious. to the 
Publick Good. The laft, it is true, enflaves us ; 
but does not the other do bo too ? for that divides, 
and weakens us, and ſets us againſt ourſelves ; it pro- 

duces civil Hatreds and Contentions ; "and, when 
from too great a Jealouſy of being Slaves, we have 
really made ourſelves ſo, we willingly reſign the 
ſmall Remains of Liberty and Property, we might 
with due Subordination have enjoyed, into the 
firſt Hands, that we think will protect us, and raiſe 
us again even but to the Level of that Condition, 
which we had ruined by Diſſention. 

Sorry am I, that I can collect this from the black 
Annals of our Engliſb Hiſtory, but this Obſervation 
is not confined to our own Nation only: Rebellion 
hath been the common Scourge of unreaſonable Diſ- 
content. 

The "A againſt ſuch Evils are a modeſt 
Opinion of ourſelves, a chearful Submiſſion to law- 
ful Authority, and a Benevolence ſo univerſal, as to 
include all, who differ from us in political or reli- 
gious Points If we complain of Grievances, we 
ſhould be certain, that they are really ſo ;--and conſult 


UPOIL 
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upon ſuch Occaſions with the ſober and diſcreet Part 


of Mankind; not with ſuch as carry a perpetual Diſ- 


content about them ; not with ſuch, who are as often 


angry with Providence, as with the Government of 


the State. When, upon mature Deliberation, we find, 
that ſomething has been done amiſs, that our Superi- 


ours have not only been fallible, but falſe in their 
Conduct; our Addreſſes to the higher Powers for 


Relief ſhould be tendered with Duty to the King, 
and the Laws, by which his Sceptre is maintained. 
For, as the Laws of the Land are always free and 


open, as no Part of our Government pretends to In- 
fallibility, the Diſcovery of any real Miſconduct or 
Guilt of thoſe in Power will be an Act of true Pa- 


triotiſm, and the Remedy will redound to the Ho- 


nour of the King, and the Intereſt of his People, 
which as they are never to be ſeparated, ſo jointly 
will they make us a renowned Nation, and a Praiſe 
in the Earth. 

Never had we greater Opportunity of diſplaying 


this national Character - we never were more una- 


nimous in our Seen of Government, than we 


are at preſent ; our City is a City at Unity within 
ſelf. Judicious and thinking Men are greatly of 
one Mind, and it is to the Praiſe of thoſe, to whom 


Honour nd Tribute are due, that from the Mixture 


of ſo many Complexions and Capacitics, they can 


create o much Uniformity. It is a pleaſing Re- 
flection to think, that a Spirit of Benevolence 


is diffuſed through all Hearts; that we can dif- 


fer 


( 20 } 95 
ſer without Reſentment; that we can contradict 
without Reproaching; and that our particular Con- 


tentions are but the kind Exertions of our Abilities 
ſor the general Welfare. 


That there may be ſome, who are guided by Pride 


and Intereſt, and whoſe peculiar Politicks are 
founded merely in their own Satisfaction, and not on 
the Duty of Obedience; — That there may be 


others of ſo turbulent Spirits, as to think it mean to 


be contented with any Thing; That there may 


too be ſome, who would be ſtartled at calling down Fire . 


from Heaven, and yet carry ſuch latent Sparks of Op- 
poſition in their Breaſts, as are ready to kindle into 


deſtroying Flames from the poiſonous Blaſts of Envy 


and of Faction: That there may be ſome few ſuch 
among us ſhould remind us toabate our Pride, and teach 
us not to confide too much in our own Security, but to 
rely on him, who not from our Merits, but from his 


own great Mercies, hath marvellouſly protected and 


delivered us. Es 

Let us not therefore view ſuch providential Deli- 
verances, as we this Day celebrate, nor the many 
Bleſſings we at preſent enjoy with Indifterence and 


Inattention: But let a thorough Senſe of them 


fink deeply into our Hearts, that it may take Root 
there, and bring forth in us the Fruit of good Li- 


Let us conſider, that national Bleſſings are, ſooner | 
or later, Bleſſings to each Individual; and that it is 


the Duty of every one to expreſs his Thankfulneſs 


for 
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for them in ſuch a Manner as will be moſt acceptable 
do him, who hath vouchſafed them to us. 
Io this End, let that Piety, Loyalty, and Or- 
oder reign among us, which may teſtify to the World 
the Regard we have for the Religion We profeſs, now 

ſettled among us, after having been reſcued from the 
| Darkneſs and Cruelty of Popiſh Superttion, 

And as the Means of preſerving this Religion, let 
us add the Reſpect we owe to the Government under 
which it flouriſhes—let us be forward in Love to our 
Brethren, and in promoting Concord in the Society, 
whereof we are Members. „ 

| Let us end our Thoughts on this Day as we began 
them, by reflecting that a Spirit of Severity towards 
the Errors of others is repugnant to the calm Temper 
of Chriſtianity, which is pure and peaceable, gentle 
and eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy and good 
Works. — And let us pray for the Peace of our Jeru- 
ſalem, and that they may proſper, who love Thee. 
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